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PART VII. 

AMERICAN PRISONERS OF WAR TAKEN TO GERMANY ON 
GERMAN PRIZE SHIP YABROWDALE. 

Ambassador Gerard to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram — Paraphrase — Extract.] 

No. 4909.] American Embassy, 

Berlin, January 19, 1917. 
Mr. Gerard reports that the evening papers say that the English 
steamer Yarrowdale has been brought to Swinemunde as a prize, 
having on board 469 prisoners taken from ships which had been 
captured by German auxiliary cruisers, among whom were 103 
neutrals, and of this latter number those taken on board enemy armed 
ships, and who had accepted pay on such ships would be held as 
prisoners of war. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Gerard. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

No. 3809.] Department op State, 

Washington, January 22, 1917. 
Mr. Lansing instructs Mr. Gerard to telegraph him at once if 
there were any American citizens among the prisoners brought by 
the Yarrowdale to Swinemunde, and if there were, to also give him 
their names and American addresses. 
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Ambassador Gerard to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 4919.] American Embassy, 

Berlin, January 24, 1917. 
Mr. Gerard, referring to the Department's instructions numbered 
3809, dated January 22, reports that he had sent a note to the German 
Foreign Office on the 20th of January, asking information as to 
whether there were any Americans among the prisoners brought to 
Swinemunde. No answer having been received, he was sending an- 
other note that day. 



Ambassador Gerard to the Secretary of State. 

I Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 4929.] American Embassy, 

Berlin, January 26, 1917. 
Mr. Gerard reports that a correspondent there had ascertained on 
the day before from an Under Secretary of State that there were 
some Americans among the 107 neutrals brought by the Yarrowdale 
to Swinemunde, and also that there was an acrimonious divergence 
of opinion as to what position the Government should assume regard- 
ing them. He also says he had sent notes to the German Foreign 
Office asking information as to whether there were any Americans 
among those prisoners on January 20th, 24th, 25th, and the 26th, 
but had received no answer. 



Ambassador Gerard to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.]. 

No. 4949.] American Embassy, 

Berlin, January 30, 1917. 
Following note received from Foreign Office to-day. Please note 
that although it refers to my note of twenty-fifth, my first note 
regarding this subject was written on subject of Turkey. 
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Foreign Office, Berlin, January 28, 1917. The undersigned has 
the honor to inform his excellency, Mr. James W. Gerard, Ambassador 
of the United States of America, in reply to the esteemed note of the 
twenty-sixth instant, Foreign Office number 16102, that in pursuance 
of information furnished by the Imperial Navy, there are a number 
of American citizens among the crews of the sunk armed English 
merchantmen Voltaire, Mount Temple, and Georgic brought to Swine- 
munde with the prize Yarrowdale and thereupon taken away as 
prisoners of war. In order to ascertain the names of the Americans 
it is necessary to examine the lists of the crews ; these lists have been 
requested; unfortunately they are not at present in Berlin but else- 
where ; in the hands of certain military authorities. 

Undersigned will send further advice at an early date and the 
undersigned avail himself of this occasion et cetera. Stumm. 

Gerard. 



Ambassador Gerard to fhe Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

No. 4978.] American Embassy, 

Berlin, February 1, 1917. 
Foreign Office has sent me following names of persons from crews 
of destroyed armed English merchant ships Georgic, Mount Temple, 
and Voltaire, who claim to be American citizens; all except the two 
doctors Snyder and Davis and two veterinaries Zabriskie and McKim 
are in prison camp at Duelmen in Westfalen; the doctors and vet- 
erinaries will probably be taken to-morrow to the temporary camp 
at Karlsruhe. Names and places of residence follow : Steamer Georgic, 
Harry Middleton, Toledo ; William Hutchins, New York; John Brady, 
John McCarthy, Harry Hynes, Peter Gallagher, all of New York; 
Walter Moffat, Brooklyn; Dr. John Davis, Columbus, Mississippi; 
Evans Orville McKim, William Brown, both of New York; Walter 
Aberle, Edward Brennan, both of Brooklyn; Albert Depew, New 
York; Arthur Thimme, William Kenedy, both of Brooklyn; Frank 
Daly, Indianapolis; Edward Roche, New York; Heins Rein, Idaho; 
Joseph Sigismonde, New York; John Nyberg, Jersey City; Harry 
La Vere, New York ; Francis Sulley West, New York ; Albert Feroli, 
John Carlo, Edward Mallon, John Marco, Dun Goodwin, Arthur 
Field, John Smith, all of New York; Arthur Gilmore, Providence; 
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Frank Taylor, John Hartly, William Adams, all of Brooklyn; Louis 
Hitchmough, Jersey ; Joseph Blaeke, Brooklyn ; Charles Ogran, James 
Sims, Martin Connolly, all of New York ; John McCarthy, New Bed- 
ford; Nill McKellar, Watertown; John Hutchinson, Newton; Evans 
Williams, New York; Keemes Madigans, Brooklyn; Edward Clark, 
of Dallas; Frank McHughes, Pat Shea, Thomas McFarren, all of 
New York; James Parker, New Jersey; John Allen, New York; 
Vinciah Edge, New Bedford; Thomas Martin, Brooklyn; Charles 
Scott, New York; John 0. Bourle, New Jersey; Kichard Donnolip, 
New York ; John Ryan, New York ; George Fields, Philadelphia. 

Steamer Mount Temple: Veterinary Zabriskie, Englewood, New 
Jersey ; McGreal, Boston ; John Glemann, Cambridge, Massachusetts ; 
Harry Gilmore, Minnesota; Raymond Gilbert, Farmington, New 
Hampshire; Harald Hinkley, Kennebeck. 

Steamer Voltcrire: Doctor Henry Snyder, Norfolk, Virginia; David 
Harrington. Gerard. 



Ambassador Gerard to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 4992.] American Embassy, 

Berlin, February 4, 1917. 
Mr. Gerard reports that he had just been informed by Count 
Montgelas of the Foreign Office that the American prisoners taken 
on the Tarrowdale would be at once released for the reason that they 
could not have known at the date of sailing that it was the intention 
of Germany to regard and treat armed merchantmen as war ships. 



Consul General Skinner to the Secretary of State. 

[Telegram.] 

American Consulate General, 
London, February 5, 1917. 
Charles David Green and Charles Quinn, both American citizens, 
residing Sailors Home, 25 South Street, New York, arrived in London 
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having been sailors on British Yarrowdale, captured, taken prisoners 
in Germany with eighty-five other American citizens. The two men 
released not permitted to bring with them full list other Americans. 
Others still detained on ground that their ships were armed. 

Skinner. 



Consul General Skinner to the Secretary of State. 

No. 3650.] American Consulate General, 

London, February 6, 1917. 
Sir : Eeferring to my telegram of February 5, briefly stating that 
two members of the crew of the British S. S. Yarrowdale had arrived 
in London and 85 American citizens were held as prisoners of war 
in Germany, I have the honor to inclose herewith a copy of a declara- 
tion made in my presence by Charles David Green and Charles Quinn. 
I have, etc., Robert P. Skinner. 



[Inclosure.] 



London, February 5, 1917. 

Charles David Green, age 49, born at San Francisco, and now 
residing at 25 South Street, New York, and Charles Quinn, age 44, 
born at Los Angeles, and now residing at 25 South Street, New York, 
being first sworn, declare that they left New York on December 4, 
1916, as seamen in the British ship Yarrowdale bound for Havre with 
a cargo of automobiles, machine guns, and the like. All went well 
until December 11, 1916, at 8.30 a. m., when a German raider called 
the Vixen (or so called as they learned later, in Germany) appeared 
above the horizon and captured the Yarrowdale. The Vixen crossed 
their bow and came under their stern, and being then on their star- 
board quarter, dropped her bulwarks and fired one blank shot. The 
Yarrowdale stopped and all hands were ordered to clear away the 
boats, but later, on an order from the raider, the boats were not 
lowered to the water. An officer came on board, went into the chart 
room and subsequently two boat loads of men came from the raider 
who took charge of the ship. The captain of the Yarrowdale was sent 
on board the Vixen a prisoner, and the prize crew navigated the 
British ship with all hands on board. 

The Yarrowdale, accompanied by the raider, proceeded until 8 
a. m. on the following day, when the Vixen left but returned in the 
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evening accompanied by the St. Theodore. The three ships passed 
the night in sight of each other. On the Wednesday, December 13th, 
the crews of the following captured ships, Duchess of Cornwall 
(schooner), Voltaire, Mount Temple, King George, Georgic, Cambrian 
~Range, Eellighorge (Norwegian), were placed in the Yarrowdale — ■ 
469 all told, including 87 American citizens. The men of the St. 
Theodore did not come aboard the Yarrowdale. Ten Arab firemen 
from the Yarrowdale were removed to the raider. The Yarrowdale 
started north on the following day (December 14th) and by following 
a route just south of Iceland and the territorial waters of Norway, 
next struck for Skagen (Norway) then proceeded in Danish waters 
until Swedish waters were reached. Thence the ship went to Swine- 
munde without special incident. 

At Swinemunde all hands left the Yarrowdale, remaining there 
until January 5th, when they went to Neu Strelitz, remaining there 
until January 27th. They had only the clothes on their backs, little 
food, and poor accommodation. Members of the three crews walked 
about on their bare feet in the snow at Neu Strelitz. On January 
27th, 26 neutral sailors, including themselves, were placed in a train 
and were sent to Copenhagen. At Copenhagen they were taken in 
charge by the British authorities and were landed at Hull on Feb- 
ruary 2d. They reached London on February 5th, and came upon 
the American Consulate General in distress. 

The day before the affiants left Neu Strelitz the 85 other Ameri- 
can citizens were sent to another camp reported to be on the Rhine. 
It was stated to them by a German official that the 85 other Americans, 
having been taken from armed ships, would be treated the same as 
British prisoners of war. These prisoners wrote to the American 
authorities in Germany, but received no reply. The affiants had the 
names of the American prisoners but these were taken from them 
by the German officers when they left Germany. They were not 
allowed even to take with them the addresses of a number of wives 
of prisoners. Three British subjects were killed in the course of the 
action between the raider and the King George. 

The raider bore no name, but was known in Germany as the Vixen. 
She carried a crew of 200 men or thereabouts. Her armament con- 
sisted of seven 6-inch guns, four torpedo tubes, two machine guns, and 
two guns, larger than 6 inch but shorter. They were kept under 
canvas and seemed to be 10-inch mortars. 

C. D. Green, 
Charles Quinn. 

Signed and sworn to before me this 5th day of February, 1917, 
in the county of London, England. 

Bobert P. Skinner, 
American Consul General. 
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The Minister of Switzerland, in charge of German interests in 
America, to the Secretary of State. 

Legation of Switzerland, 
Washington, February 12, 1917. 
Sir: Upon cable instructions from my Government, dated Feb- 
ruary 11th, I have the honor to transmit to the American Government 
the following communication from the German Government : 

The immediate release of about 70 Americans, brought in as pris- 
oners of war by the steamer Yarrowdale is conditional to the German 
vessels in American waters not being seized and their crews not being 
interned. 

Accept, etc., P. Bitter. 



Ambassador Willard to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

No. 355.] American Embassy, 

Madrid, February 17, 1917. 
Mr. "Willard reports that the Spanish Minister for Foreign Affairs 
had told him that the German Minister for Foreign Affairs had in- 
formed the Spanish Ambassador at Berlin that the American prisoners 
brought in by the Yarrowdale and such other nonbelligerents would 
be set at liberty within a very short time. 



The Secretary of State to Ambassador Willard. 

[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 269.] Department of State, 

Washington, February 20, 1917. 
Ambassador Willard is directed to transmit the following to the 
Spanish Ambassador at Berlin through the Spanish Foreign Office. 

If Yarrowdale prisoners have not been released please make a 
formal demand in the name of the United States for their immediate 
release. If they are not promptly released and allowed to cross the 
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frontier without further delay, please state to the Foreign Minister 
that this policy of the Imperial Government, if continued apparently 
without the slightest justification, will oblige the Government of the 
United States to consider what measures it may be necessary to take 
in order to obtain satisfaction for the continued detention of these 
innocent American citizens. 



Ambassador Willard to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 370.] American Embassy, 

Madrid, February 25, 1917. 
Mr. Willard refers to the Department's instructions, number 269, 
dated February 20, and reports that he has just been informed by the 
Foreign Office that the Yarrowdale prisoners had been released on 
the 16th. 



( TJiM Secretary of State to Ambassador Willard. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 290.] Department op State, 

Washington, February 27, 1917. 
Mr. Lansing, noting the Embassy's dispatch numbered 370, dated 
February 25th, gives instructions that the Foreign Office be requested 
to instruct the Spanish Ambassador at Berlin to at once telegraph 
the Department a full report as regards the Yarrowdale prisoners: 
why they were held, why not sooner liberated, their present where- 
abouts, and, if then in Germany, whether or not arrangements for 
their departure were being facilitated. Mr. Lansing impresses upon 
the Embassy that the above mentioned matters, as well as that of 
the departure from Germany of other Americans, were of serious con- 
cern to the United States Government. 
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Ambassador Willard to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram — Paraphrase.] 

No. 386.] American Embassy, 

Madrid, March 2, 1917. 

Mr. Willard, referring to the Department's instructions numbered 
290 and 291, dated February 27, reports having received a telegram 
from the Spanish Ambassador at Berlin on March 1st which confirmed 
the report that the Yarrowdale prisoners had been released on Feb- 
ruary 16th and were making preparations to leave Germany when 
an English member of the crew contracted typhus. Thereupon the 
German Government was compelled to quarantine them at Branden- 
burg and take additional sanitary precautions. The disease having 
attacked no other members of the party they could probably leave by 
Switzerland on March 7th. 

The Spanish Ambassador also said that the German Minister for 
Foreign Affairs regretted the delay and had requested that a Spanish 
physician be sent to verify the truth of the above facts. The Spanish 
Ambassador had accordingly ordered doctors to go to Brandenburg 
and to make prompt report thereon, which report he would transmit 
at once. 



The Minister of Switzerland in charge of German Interests in America 
to the Secretary of State. 

Legation of Switzerland, 
Washington, March 2, 1917. 
Sir : Referring to my note of February 12, 1917, I am instructed 
and have the honor to communicate to your Excellency the following 
cable, dated March 1, 1917, from the German Government : 

The transfer already arranged of American sailors from Yarrow- 
dale to the frontier has not as yet been possible because one of the 
British sailors in camp of Brandenburg, likewise from Yarrowdale, 
and interned with American sailors, was found to be suffering from 
typhus exanthematique. Their transfer to Swiss frontier will prob- 
ably take place March seventh when quarantine comes to an end. 
Spanish Embassy, Berlin, has been invited to have doctor of conn- 
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dence visit the Americans. This afternoon, two veterinaries and two 
doctors from the Yarrowdale, who were in officer prisoner camp at 
Karlsruhe, arrived at Warnemuende for departure to Denmark. 

Accept, etc., P. Ritter. 



Minister Egan to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase — Extract. ] 

No. 481.] American Legation, 

March 3, 1917. 
Mr. Bgan reports that there arrived in Copenhagen on the first 
instant four American medical officers who were released from the 
prison camp at Karlsruhe, Germany, on February 27, brought to the 
frontier of Denmark and placed in charge of Danish authorities who 
sent them to Copenhagen. Dr. H. D. Snyder, of Norfolk, Va., signed 
on Lamport and Holt liner Voltaire at Liverpool November fifteenth. 
The Yoltaire was captured on December 2 by a German ship supposed 
to be the Puma, a converted fruit vessel. Other ships captured be- 
tween the second and twelfth of December are as follows : Duchess of 
Cornwall, sailing vessel from St. Johns, Newfoundland; Genitor, 
White Star Line from Philadelphia; Halbyrg, Norwegian steamer 
from New York ; King George from New York ; Cambrian Range from 
Philadelphia ; Mount Temple from Montreal ; Saint Theodore and the 
Yarrowdale. Four hundred and eighty-three sailors and officers were 
captured, all of whom were treated as prisoners and were transferred 
from the Puma to the Yarrowdale on the 13th. The Yarrowdale ar- 
rived at Swinemunde on the 31st. The sailors were placed in a brick 
shed, and the officers were taken to other barracks. Bight captains, 
one English officer and Dr. Snyder were taken to the Neustrelitz 
prison camp. With the exception of Dr. Davis, the English surgeon, 
and Dr. Snyder, who were sent to hospital, the men were put in 
frame sheds. On January 25 the men were sent to Dulmen and on 
February 5 the officers were sent to Karlsruhe. On February 10 the 
first interview was had with Major Schoenbeck, the commander of 
the camp, it being the first hearing of any kind that they were able 
to obtain. They were released on February 27 and sent to Warne- 
munde where they were delivered to the Danish police. They have 
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had no word from the men since they left on January 25. On January 
27 all other neutrals were released, including four American, two 
negro, one unknown white, and one white named Green. All are 
without money and clothing and all desire an immediate return to 
the United States. 



Ambassador Willard to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 399.] American Embassy, 

Madrid, March 7, 1917. 
Mr. Willard states that it is reported by the Spanish Ambassador 
at Berlin that the Tarrowdale prisoners at Brandenburg were visited 
by the Spanish Embassy doctor on the first instant. The doctor ap- 
proved of the quarantine and stated that conditions were as reported 
by German officials. The case of typhus occurred on the twentieth of 
February and unless new cases occur the quarantine will end on the 
seventh of March. The doctor further stated that the men had no 
complaint to make other than of diet and were glad to learn of their 
approaching release. Only five of the fifty-seven Americans were in 
the hospital, these suffering from slight colds, and five men of other 
nationalities are under medical observation. 



Ambassador Willard to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 408.] American Embassy, 

Madrid, March 12, 1917. 
Mr. Willard reports that it is stated by the Spanish Ambassador 
at Berlin that fifty-nine Americans of the Tarrowdale detained at 
Brandenburg left Germany via Sweden on March eighth and one other 
from another camp was also released. 
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Minister Stovall to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 636.] American Legation, 

Berne, March 12, 1917. 
American prisoners from Yarrowdale, to the number of 59, arrived 
in Zurich yesterday. Stovau,. 



Minister Stovall to the Secretary of State. 
[ Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 650.] American Legation, 

Berne, March 16, 1917. 
Mr. Stovall informs the Department of the receipt of a report 
from the Consul General at Zurich that no complaint was made by 
the men of the Yarrowdale of their treatment while on the high seas 
or in camp near Swindemunde which was their first camp. They were 
first transferred to Brandenburg about January 10, where, according 
to their statement, their treatment by the officers was very harsh. It 
was impossible for them to keep warm. They were kept standing in 
the cold and snow. Their food consisted, after one cup of coffee in 
the morning, mostly of boiled, frosted cabbage; once a week beans; 
and once a week mush. The only sickness they mentioned from which 
they suffered was one case of lumbago. They knew nothing of any 
cases of contagious diseases. 



Minister Stovall to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram — Paraphrase. ] 

No. 656.] American Legation, 

Berne, March 18, 1917. 

Mr. Stovall reports having personally conversed with the crews 
on board the Yarrowdale as to the treatment received by them and 
submits the following supplementary report : 

The most cruel and heartless treatment was accorded the ship- 
wrecked American sailors from the moment of their arrival in Ger- 
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many January 3d. The weather was very cold and they were given 
no suitable clothes. There was an entire insufficiency of the usual 
prison food. The statement was made by M. J. Connolly belonging 
to the crew of the steamship Georgic that a German officer had, with- 
out provocation, severely kicked him in the abdomen. This assault 
is still causing Connolly severe suffering. The arm of Albert Depew 
of Yonkers, New York, was in a bandage. This was due to a wound 
caused by shrapnel shot by the Germans at an open boat in which, 
after the sinking of the Georgic, he and his comrades had taken refuge. 
Statements were made by all of the men that so inhuman has been 
their treatment that, in case during their voyage home a submarine 
was sighted, they would prefer immediate drowning rather than any 
further experience with the German prison camps. 

This inhuman treatment was inflicted upon these seamen a month 
before relations were broken between the United States and Germany 
and while the most cordial friendship for America was professed by 
Germany. 

Ambassador Willard to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

No. 425.] American Embassy, 

Madrid, March 18, 1917. 
Harlington last American citizen of Tarrowdale prisoners left for 
Denmark by Warnemunde, 13th instant. 

Willard. 



Consul General Hurst to the Secretary of State. 
[Telegram.] 

American Consulate General, 
Barcelona, April 28, 1917. 
Eemaining twenty-six members of Yarrowdale crew sailed from 
Barcelona yesterday on steamer Alicante of Spanish Line, due New 
York about May fourteenth. Also sailed on same steamer the eight 
officers of American steamer Seward, capture of which reported my 
telegram to Department April tenth, captain remaining Barcelona 
with crew. 



